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Tuesday, January 10th at 6:30pm

Utica Academy for International Studies
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UAIS_Phoenix
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FOLLOW US!



TONIGHT’S AGENDA

6:15 – 6:35 pm Welcome Theater Performance in the Cafeteria

6:35 – 7:15 pm Overview & Presentation (Café)

7:20 – 8:30 pm Facility Tours, Student Projects, and Presentations:

Presentations by Sticker Color

IB College Advantage & the UAIS 

College Counselor

Internationalism & UAIS  Foreign Languages
Academic & 

Extracurricular Showcase 

Location: Media Center
Location: Cafeteria Location: IB Hallway and Classrooms 

Yellow 7:20 - 7:40 Red 7:20 - 7:40 Blue 7:20 - 7:40

Blue 7:45 - 8:05 Yellow 7:45 - 8:05 Red 7:45 - 8:05

Red 8:10 - 8:30 Blue 8:10 - 8:30 Yellow 8:10 - 8:30



WHAT IS UAIS?
• Certified International Baccalaureate World School 

• IB curriculum is taught in the best schools in 150 countries

• One of only four IB International Academies in Michigan

UAIS is recognized by the Washington Post & The Jay Mathews Challenge Index as

Michigan's #1 most challenging high school for over a decade and currently #56th in the country!

• Opportunity to receive a 2nd internationally-recognized diploma in high school

• 9th/10th grade: Preparing you for IB Studies w/ AP opportunities

• 11th/12th grade: IB Diploma Programme w/ AP opportunities

• IB @ UAIS is well-known for being an elite college prep program. The last year’s graduating 
class earned over $10 million in college scholarships.



UAIS   IN   THE   NEWS



INDIVIDUALIZED ATTENTION
THROUGH HOUSING SYSTEM

Academic 
Mentoring for
Educational 
Success



WHAT IS THE IBO CURRICULUM

IB FULL DIPLOMA CANDIDATE

• Curriculum:

• Group 1: English

• Group 2: Acquired Language

• Group 3: Individuals & Societies

• Group 4: Sciences

• Group 5: Mathematics

• Group 6: Arts*

• The Core (next slide)

• Theory of Knowledge

• Creativity, Activity, Service: 150 hours

• Extended Essay

VISIT OUR CURRICULUM TABLES!



UNIQUE TO IB: THE IB CORE

➢ Theory of Knowledge

➢ Extended Essay

➢ Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)



UAIS SCHOOL DAY EXPERIENCE
• Block schedule of 8 classes (4x4 block schedule design) 

that are 90 minutes each

• 32 total credits upon high school graduation

• 4 Years of Intense Language Study & Focus on 
International Issues

• “My IB” means you shape the program to your needs!

• Students are prepared to succeed in any college major –

Our most popular majors are:

• Biomedical Science (over 60%!)
• Law
• Engineering
• Political Science
• International Business
• Education
• Cyber Security/Computer Science

• UAIS' IB classes are two-years each and often earn more 
college credit that one-year AP classes



IB DIPLOMA & STEM ENDORSEMENT

• Because UAIS offers 32 classes over four 

years, students can also earn the same    

STEM endorsement as MST students.

• STEM Endorsement Criteria: 

- 6 Credits of Math

- 6 Credits of Science

- .5 Credit in Technology (Computer Science)

- .5 Credit in Engineering (Physics)

• STEM Endorsement is achievable at UAIS while 

retaining your other IB classes (ex. four years 

language, history, fine arts)!



HOW DOES UAIS AND MY HOME SCHOOL DIFFER?

UAIS REQUIRES…

• 32 credits upon graduate

• Group 1 ELA: 4 credits

• Group 2 World Language: 4 credits

• Group 3 Social Studies: 5 credits

• Group 4 Exp. Sciences: 5 credits

• Group 5 Mathematics: 4 credits

• Group 6 Arts: 2-4 credits*

• MDOE states IB curriculum supersedes 
Michigan Merit Requirements

• No requirements for: physical 
education, health, online experience 

*Arts can be opted out for additional 2 
credits in group 3, 4, or 5.

UCS/MST/CSI/MADE REQUIRE…

• 24 credits upon graduation

• ELA: 4 credits

• World Language: 2 credits

• Social Studies: 3 credits

• Exp. Sciences: 3 credits

• Mathematics: 4 credits

• Fine Arts/Electives: 1 credit

• Physical Education: 1 credit

• Online experience

• 2 credits of World Language



SAMPLE 9TH GRADE BLOCK SCHEDULE

A Day Schedule B Day Schedule

1A: Spanish 1 (7:15-8:45am) 1B: International Studies

2A: Theatre 1 (8:51-10:53am) 2B: Production Team 9

3A: Physics (10:59-12:31pm) 3B: Honors English 9

4A: Geometry* (12:37pm-2:09pm)  4B: History of World Civilizations

*Or Acc. Algebra II or AP Computer Science (track dependent)

Indicates an elective choice available to 9th graders



UAIS BY GRADE LEVEL

PERSONALIZING YOUR IB PROGRAM



GROUP 1: ENGLISH LANGUAGE

9th Grade: 

Accelerated

English 

10th Grade: 

Accelerated 

English

11th & 12th Grade: 

IB English Literature 

HL / SL



GROUP 2: LANGUAGE OF ACQUISITION
STUDENTS REMAIN IN THE SAME LANGUAGE FOR 4 YEARS*

9th Grade: 

Level 1 

Accelerated 

10th Grade: 

Level 2 

Accelerated 

11th & 12th Grade: 

IB HL / SL / Ab Initio

*Current Available Languages are French, Japanese, and Spanish



GROUP 3: INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES

9th History of 
World 

Civilizations

9th Grade:

International 
Studies

10th Grade: 

AP World History

11th & 12th Grade: 

IB  HL / SL History

11th & 12th Grade: 

IB  HL / SL 
Psychology

*9th grade is heavy in internationalism and appreciation of global cultures/events



GROUP 4:  LABORATORY AND EXPERIMENTAL 
SCIENCES 

9th Grade: 

Physics

10th Grade: 

Biology 

&

10th Grade: 

Chemistry

11th & 12th Grade: 

IB HL / SL Biology

11th & 12th Grade: 

IB HL / SL Physics

11th & 12th Grade: 

IB HL / SL Chemistry

11th & 12th Grade: 

Computer Science
*10th grade is heavy in science and 

explores possible careers in science.

10th Grade: 

Chemistry 

&

10th Grade: 

Computer 
Science

Biomedical 
Pathway

Engineering 
Pathway



GROUP 5: MATHEMATICS

8th Grade:

Geometry

9th Grade: 

Accelerated 
Algebra 2

10th Grade

AP Statistics

11th & 12th Grade

HL/SL Math Analysis 
or SL Applications

8th Grade:

Algebra 2

9th Grade:

AP Computer 

Science Principals

10th Grade: 

AP Statistics

11th & 12th Grade

HL/SL Math Analysis 

or SL Applications

8th Grade:

Algebra 1

9th Grade: 

Accelerated Geometry

10th Grade

Accelerated 

Algebra 2

11th & 12th Grade

SL Math Analysis 

or Applications



GROUP 6:  ARTS OR ELECTIVE

9th & 10th Grade: 

Music 

(Instrumental 

or Vocal)
11th & 12th Grade:

Students may 
remain in the same 
art discipline at the 
IB level or replace 

their art with 
another IB level 

class

9th & 10th Grade: 

Theatre

9th & 10th Grade: 

Visual Arts

IB HL/SL Biology

IB HL/SL Chemistry

IB HL/SL Physics

IB HL/SL Psychology

IB HL/SL History

IB HL/SL Computer 
Science



REQUIRED CORE 11TH & 12TH GRADE CLASSES*

9th & 10th Grade:

Production Teams

(Learning how to work in teams 
and effectively research & 

present findings) 

*11th & 12th Grade:

Theory of Knowledge

Utilizes critical thinking to 
address global problems from 

a variety of perspectives 

*The Extended Essay (EE) and  Creativity, Activity, & Service (CAS) 

commitments are non-classroom requirements 



GENERAL ELECTIVES
STUDENTS MAY TAKE THESE COURSES AS ELECTIVES AS THEIR 

SCHEDULES ALLOW

Team Sports

IB Chemistry

IB Physics

IB Psychology

IB History

Visual Arts

AP Art History

IB  Biology

Chorus

Band

French 1

Japanese 1

Newspaper/Yearbook

Theatre

Spanish 1

IB/AP Computer 
Science

AP Statistics

Debate/Forensics

Physiology/Forensic Science

(HOSA)





THE IB LEARNER PROFILE
The aim of all IB programmes is to 

develop internationally-minded 
people who, recognizing their 
common humanity and shared 

guardianship of the planet, help to 
create a better and more peaceful 

world.

SOFT SKILLS Will Be Discussed 
in the College Advantage Session 

with Counseling

Honor Code
“UAIS students will not lie, cheat, 
steal, or tolerate those who do.”





THE IMPORTANCE OF COLLEGE READINESS

Source: The National Center for Higher Education Management Systems Progress and 
Comparison Data, 2018.

100 69 42 28 13

For every 100 

9th graders in 

the U.S.…

…graduate 

from high 

school…

…enter 

college…

…return to 

college for 

their 

sophomore 

year…

…earn a 

bachelor’s 

degree within

four years.



LET’S HEAR FROM STANFORD’S 
ASSISTANT DEAN OF ADMISSIONS



COLLEGE PROFILE



WHAT COLLEGES SAY 
ABOUT THE IB PROGRAMME…

IB prepares students for college success!

“IB is well known to us as excellent preparation. Success in an IB programme 

correlates well with success at Harvard. We are pleased to see the credential 

of the IB Diploma Programme on the transcript.” 

Marlyn McGrath Lewis, Assistant Dean of Admissions, Harvard University

“The IB is a first-rate programme, one we are familiar with, and it prepares 

students well for a university like ours.”

Fred Hargadon, Director of Undergraduate Admissions, Princeton University



Source: IBDP Graduate Destinations Survey 2011/12 conducted by i-graduate International Insight

Strictly copyright © IGI Services 2011

University or College
IB students 

acceptance rate
Total population 
acceptance rate

IB students vs 
total population

Cornell University 31% 18% +13%

Duke University 28% 16% +12%

University of Pennsylvania 24% 14% +10%

Yale University 18% 7% +11%

University of Central Florida 90% 47% +43%

Boston University 70% 58% +12%

University of California - Los Angeles 48% 23% +25%

University of Virginia 64% 32% +32%

UNC Chapel Hill 63% 32% +31%

Princeton University 16% 8% +8%

IB STUDENTS VS. WORLD



Source: IBDP Graduate Destinations Survey 2011/12 conducted by i-graduate International Insight

Strictly copyright © IGI Services 2011

IB STUDENTS VS. WORLD

University or college
IB students 

acceptance rate
Total population 
acceptance rate

IB students vs 
total population

University of Florida 82% 42% +40%

Florida State University 92% 60% +32%

Brown University 18% 9% +9%

Stanford University 15% 7% +8%

Columbia University 13% 9% +4%

University of California - Berkeley 58% 26% +32%

Harvard University 10% 7% +3%

New York University 57% 30% +27%

University of Michigan - Ann Arbor 71% 51% +20%

University of Miami 72% 30% +42%







COLLEGE CREDIT: IB VS. AP

IB COURSES/TESTS
• Offer potential college credit

• .5 GPA boost on UCS transcript

• IB candidates must embrace a full 
program of rigorous testing

• Offered at UAIS only

• 2 years in length

• Class enrollment & seat time required

• Multiple assessments determine final 
score (two-year compilation)

• Assessment types: presentations, 
projects, Individual oral conversations, 
portfolios, tests, performances, essays, 
lab reports, etc…

AP COURSES/TESTS

• Offer potential college credit

• .5 GPA boost on UCS transcript

• AP students focus select subjects only

• Offered at UAIS and home schools

• 1 year in length

• Anyone can test, enrolled or not

• One-time test determines final score 
(single day test)

• Assessment types: multiple-choice 
tests and with free response



How does The University of Michigan 
view Top IB vs. Top AP Scores?

Subjects IB @ HL AP*

English 6 credits 3 credits

Physics 10 credits 5 credits

Math 8 credits 4 credits

Psychology 8 credits 4 credits

*UAIS students that pass three AP exams will also earn the distinction of being an AP Scholar. 
Many UAIS students will sit for AP Stats, AP World History, & AP Comp Sci exams, and may have 

already taken for AP Human Geo in 8th grade.



UAIS EXTRACURRICULARS
#1 Debate Team 

in State of 
Michigan

• Over 30 clubs, committees, 

and student groups at UAIS

• Greater opportunities for leadership 

experiences

• Many non-school sponsored travel 

experiences around the world: 

England, France, Germany, Spain, 

Japan, China, Ecuador, Costa Rica, 

Austria, Canada, Peru, and many 

more! Visit our travel table.

• Access to home school sports, 

theater, marching band, and dances!



UAIS TRANSPORTATION
• AM Transportation are local hubs

• Here are this year’s:

• Bemis 6:40 am 
• Ford 6:45 am 
• Stevenson 7:00 am 
• Eisenhower 6:30 am 
• Shelby 6:35am
• Milonas & Patterson 6:40 am 
• Wiley 6:45 am
• Beacon Tree 6:30 am 
• Beck 6:35 am

• After school, students will be shuttled to their 
home junior high school and then take a bus 
home to their local stop.

• Transportation will be provided to facilitate 
sports/extra-curricular participation.

• Logistics will be discussed at the Freshman 
Round-Up in June.



STUDENTS INTERESTED IN AN IB EDUCATION VALUE:

International 
Curriculum & 
Awareness of 

Pressing Global 
Concerns:

Highly 
Collaborative
Environment

College Level 
Classes in All 
Subject Areas

Character 
Education & 

Service Learning

Focused College 
& Scholarship 

Training

4 Years of 
Intense Foreign 
Language Study

Houses for 
Mentoring

• Population Growth
• International Diplomacy
• Water Scarcity
• Global Financial Systems
• Terrorism
• Climate Change
• Biodiversity & Deforestation
• Digital Divide
• Poverty
• Support Art & Culture

An international education is 
more important than ever.

~ IBO.org



I’M TORN!  HOW DO I CHOOSE?

• Gather as much information tonight as 
possible.

• Meet students and teachers. Ask them 
questions!

• Don’t listen to your friends (Insert parent 
applause here).

• Coffee with the Coordinator

• Thursday, January 19th 8:00-9:00am 
Location: UAIS Media Center



HOW TO APPLY?*
• Application Window: January 20th – January 27th

• In-Person Entrance Exams: February 11th & March 4th

• You will pick your date and time on the application

• Notification of Acceptance Status: Before Spring Break via email

Pro Tip! 
• Go to Uais.Uticak12.org -> How Do I? -> Enroll at UAIS = Entrance Testing

* Applicants MUST have Algebra I completed before the end of the summer! 
• If you are in Math 8, please make an appointment with your counselor to discuss options.



UAIS CONTACT INFORMATION

➢ School Website: http://uais.uticak12.org (FAQ Document)

➢ Christopher Layson, DP/Recruitment Coordinator
christopher.layson@uticak12.org

➢ Susan Fitzsimonds, UAIS College Counselor 
susan.fitzsimonds@uticak12.org

http://uais.uticak12.org/
mailto:susan.fitzsimonds@uticak12.org


The End of Education is Character
~ Sai Baba

Sai Baba was an Indian spiritual master revered by both his Hindu and Muslim devotees during, as well 
as after his lifetime.1

1. Hatcher, Bryan A. Hinduism in the Modern World (New York and London: Routledge, 2016), 223.



TONIGHT’S AGENDA

6:15 – 6:35 pm Welcome Theater Performance in the Cafeteria

6:35 – 7:15 pm Overview & Presentation (Café)

7:20 – 8:30 pm Facility Tours, Student Projects, and Presentations:

Presentations by Sticker Color

IB College Advantage & the UAIS 

College Counselor

Internationalism & UAIS  Foreign Languages
Academic & 

Extracurricular Showcase 

Location: Media Center
Location: Cafeteria Location: IB Hallway and Classrooms 

Yellow 7:20 - 7:40 Red 7:20 - 7:40 Blue 7:20 - 7:40

Blue 7:45 - 8:05 Yellow 7:45 - 8:05 Red 7:45 - 8:05

Red 8:10 - 8:30 Blue 8:10 - 8:30 Yellow 8:10 - 8:30


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Follow us!
	Slide 3: Tonight’s agenda
	Slide 4: What is UAIS?
	Slide 5: UAIS   in   the   news
	Slide 6: INDIVIDUALIZED Attention Through housing system
	Slide 7: WHAT IS THE IBO CURRICULUM
	Slide 8: Unique to IB: The IB COre
	Slide 9: UAIS School day experience
	Slide 10: IB Diploma & Stem Endorsement
	Slide 11: How does uais and my home school differ?
	Slide 12: Sample 9th grade Block schedule
	Slide 13: UAIS BY Grade Level    
	Slide 14:  Group 1: English Language 
	Slide 15:  Group 2: Language of Acquisition Students remain in the same language for 4 years* 
	Slide 16:  Group 3: Individuals and Societies 
	Slide 17:  Group 4:  Laboratory and Experimental Sciences  
	Slide 18:  Group 5: Mathematics  
	Slide 19:  Group 6:  Arts or Elective 
	Slide 20:  Required Core 11th & 12th Grade Classes* 
	Slide 21:  General Electives Students may take these courses as electives as their schedules allow 
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: THE IB Learner Profile
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: The Importance of College Readiness
	Slide 26: Let’s hear from Stanford’s  Assistant dean of admissions
	Slide 28:   College Profile 
	Slide 29: What colleges say  about the IB Programme…
	Slide 31: IB Students Vs. World
	Slide 32: IB Students Vs. World
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35: College Credit: IB vs. AP
	Slide 36: How does The University of Michigan  view Top IB vs. Top AP Scores?
	Slide 37: UAIS Extracurriculars
	Slide 38: UAIS Transportation
	Slide 39
	Slide 40: I’m torn!  How do I choose?
	Slide 41
	Slide 42: UAIS Contact information
	Slide 43
	Slide 44: Tonight’s agenda

