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Eppler Chieftain Code  of Conduct 

Chieftains are… 

 Respectful 

  Responsible 

   Reasonable 

Monday, October 2 Thursday, October 5 
• 7th/8th Grade Volleyball vs Shelby 

@ Shelby 4:00 pm 

• Chess Club in Ms. Byrons Room  

#19  2:15 - 3:15 

• Kindness Week: Wear a tie or 

bow tie 

• Kindness Week:  Wear your favorite 

music artist /band t-shirt 

Tuesday, October 3 Friday, October 6 

• 7th/8th Grade Football L'Anse 

Creuse North @  Swinehart Field 

3:30 pm 

• Student Council 7:00 am and 2:15 

pm in  Room 107 or Room 121 

• Kindness Week:  Wear camou-

• Kindness Week: Wear orange / black 

Wednesday, October 4 Saturday, October 7 

•  Fall Count Day 

• 7th/8th Grade Volleyball vs Da-

vis @ Davis 4:00 pm 

• Kindness Week:  Wear tie dye or 

70’s dress 

• None 

Sunday,  October 8 

• Band-A-Rama 2023 Swinehart Field 

7:00 pm 

  

https://www.uticak12.org/Page/1006
https://sites.google.com/site/uhsathleticboosters/home
http://eppler.uticak12.org/
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/999
https://parent.payschools.com/categories.asp?id=73BBF449EB5F47F7A4F23BFB4D640BCD&
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/147
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Domain/4
mailto:marla.ostrom@uticak12.org
https://ps.ucs.misd.net/public/home.html
https://myuticak12-my.sharepoint.com/personal/karen_miscovich_uticak12_org/Documents/Desktop/Eppler%20Express.dochttps:/mi50010997.schoolwires.net/domain/1821
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/2#calendar1/20230831/month


Parents/Guardians,   
 
Did you know that you can have a parent account for your child's 
Schoology classes?  You can access each of their classes, as well as  
the counseling department's Schoology page.  The counseling page 
has many resources ranging from support groups and therapy to  
community resources for help with everyday problems.  If you would 
like access to your child's Schoology account (this is different 
than PowerSchool), you can contact the main office at 586-797-2900 
to request your child's 12-digit-code and instructions.  

Parent Access for Schoology 

                            
 

 

 

School News & Information 

Vision and Mission Statements 

                            
Our Vision Statement:  Eppler Junior High School, in partnership with our community, will empower students to achieve their full potential 
and become productive contributors in a diverse society.  

Eppler Junior High School Mission Statement:  The Eppler community will collaborate to foster a safe, respectful, and inclusive learn-
ing environment that will inspire growth, excellence, and achievement.  

Life Skills Accepting Donations 

Mrs. Blanchard needs your help!! Every year the students love to cook, cook, cook, and I believe this is a wonderful experience for them. Not 
only are they learning basic cooking skills, they are also having a ton of fun. Unfortunately feeding 100 students can be rather expensive. Any 
donations from the list below would be greatly appreciated. You can drop them off to the main office, or have your student bring them to room 
122. Thank you in advance for any and all help. 
Below are the most commonly used items in our class: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other food items may need to be brought in over the semester if they chose to do a lab not assigned by me. Thank you in advance for your 

support.  

-Mrs. Blanchard  

Sugar (white or brown) Marshmallows (large and mini) 

Rice Krispy cereal,   Flour Soft Tortillas Non-stick cooking spray 

Butter ,    Salsa Flour, Ketch-up,   BBQ Sauce, Ranch 

Cake Mixes,   Syrup Brownie Mixes,  Frozen Strawberries 

Frosting,    Bread Crumbs Spaghetti Sauce 

Pizza Sauce,  Wheat Germ Chocolate Chips (white, dark, milk, cinnamon, etc.) 

Bisquick, Lasagna Noodles Powdered Sugar 

ANY disinfectant cleaners for kitchens without bleach Aluminum Foil 

Vegetable/Canola oil Sandwich and gallon baggies 

Paper Plates or cups or silverware Kleenex,   Cupcake Liners 

Dish Soap, Antibacterial Wipes Hand soap 



Daily Schedule 

  
 

  



Eppler Cell Phone/Device Policy 

  

 
  



Updated Student ID’s Rules 

  
Student IDs: 
Since all of our students have now had their pictures taken, it is required that they wear their ID on a lanyard during school 
hours.  The lanyard is to be around their neck, not under a shirt or in a backpack.  If your child needs a new lanyard, please 
have them stop in at the main office to get one.  Starting the week of September 20th, there will be random ID checks 
made.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
The barcode on the ID will be linked to your child’s lunch account so the ID will be scanned when purchasing 

items using an account. 
  



Lunch Deliveries  

                            
                              Food Deliveries: Food that is delivered by a service such as Door Dash or Grub Hub will not be permitted at Eppler.                           

D                          due to school safety concerns and the disruption to the school day, we cannot accommodate such deliveries.              
W                         we ask that all students bring their own lunch or buy a lunch from the cafeteria.  If a student forgets their             
l                            lunch, they may borrow against their lunch account in the cafeteria, or a parent may drop off a lunch for their 
student. However, if the food dropped off is from a restaurant, the student will be asked to eat it in the Main Office during their 
lunch hour. Coffee, smoothies, and outside breakfast brought in the school in the morning must be consumed before going into 
first hour. This is the practice that takes place at the high school level and Eppler is aligning with Utica High in order to provide 
consistent expectations for our students.  If you would like to apply for the free or reduced lunch program, or to establish a lunch 
account for your child, please click here. 

Thank you for your understanding and we appreciate your support.  
  

Dress Code Rules - REMINDER 

  
Dress code: 

Please address the following dress code items with your child: 
• Hoods/hats are not to be worn in the building. 
• Clothing must not show bare mid-drifts, shoulders, cut too low or any derogatory or drug/alcohol messages. 

Student Drop-off after 7:20 

  

Parents, please be aware that there is often no need to come into the building when you are dropping off your 
child at school if they are late or after an appointment. The only reasons we will require you to come into the build-
ing are if you are picking up your child, for which you will need ID, or if you are dropping off anything for your child, 
which we ask that you label for their pick-up. Other than that, please feel free to stay in your warm and dry vehicle 
(on cold and rainy days) and enjoy whatever you may be listening to from your playlist! Thank you!! 
  

Parent Student Handbooks 

  

Please use the following link to access the Parent and Student Handbooks for the 2023-2024 school year.  

  

http://utica.ss9.sharpschool.com/handbook 

  

Lost and Found 

                            

 Have you seen the new and improved Lost and Found Display in 
the lobby near the Counseling Office? Stop by and check it out. 
Especially if you are missing a lunch box, water bottle, winter 
jacket, hoodie, or sweats.  

https://utica.familyportal.cloud
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=237&dataid=17634&FileName=handbook.pdf


AP Exam Registration 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Open House 23-24 

                            
 



Chieftain of the Month 

                            

Congrats to our September Chieftains of the Month! 
Alexander Sesi, Joshua Hayes, Justin Nrecaj, Tristyn Taepke, Christian Wilson-Hardwick, Peyton Combs, Gabriella Still, Samantha Gott,  
Emma Stone, Alyssa Martin, ,Karly Ingalls, Kylee Backus 

 
 

 

Kindness Matters Spirit Week 
                            

October 2— October 6  
 



Eppler & Utica Sports 

Eppler 7th/8th Grade Football 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAX 

 



Eppler 7th/8th Grade Volleyball 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Calling All Shoppers! 

Eppler has a reward program at Kroger. All you have to do is shop, swipe your card, and Eppler gets cash back! The Kroger Com-

munity Rewards program makes fundraising easy by donating based on the shopping you do every day. Once you link your Card  all you have 

to do is shop at Kroger and swipe your Shopper’s Card. Here’s how :  

 

 

• Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com 

• Click Sign in the upper right-hand corner 

• Put the email address and password used to enroll your card 

• Go to “Savings & Rewards”, then “Kroger Community Rewards”, I’m a Custom-

er” 

• Enter the group number EJ598 or search  Eppler Junior High School 

• Click on the organization then click “Enroll” 

NJHS – Planet Green Fundraiser 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to all who have donated to Planet Green! We have raised over $400 over the last 
couple of years by recycling used ink cartridges and electronics!  Planet Green is no longer 
accepting used electronics.  They are only accepting ink cartridges.  Please continue to send 
those into Mrs. Byron in room 19! Thank you! 
 
NJHS is doing a yearlong fundraiser with Planet Green. Please send in Inkjet cartridges (NO 
toner or laser cartridges) to room 19. NJHS sends them to Planet Green, and then Planet 
Green sends Eppler a check! This fundraiser helps the environment and our school! NJHS 
members can receive one hour for every 5 items, but everybody is encouraged to participate!  

Reward Programs 



Eppler Clubs & Organizations 

We Need Volunteers 

We still have a couple of clubs/organizations without sponsors and could use YOUR help in re-launching these groups to give in-
terested students a wonderful opportunity!  

Please contact Mr. Pantano at gerard.pantano@uticak12.org if interested in helping with: 

           Robotics Club                                      Cultural Diversity Club 
  

Eppler Booster Club                                                We need you!!  Please help!! 

  

The Eppler Athletics Boosters are looking for a few good volunteers!  Unfortunately, if we do not get any volunteers, we will have 
to shut down the group.  The boosters have been an integral part of many improvements at the school - water filling stations, 
providing needed equipment for teams, gym decor update, end of season pizza parties for all teams, just to name a few. Most 
importantly, we are also in need of a  
parent or couple of parents that can be responsible for the concession stands at the  
home games. 
          If you are interested in either please contact Mr. Paul at eric.paul@uticak12.org 

  

Eppler Parent Involvement Committee   (EPIC)   

 The following is a list of dates and times of the Eppler Parent Involvement Committee (EPIC) meetings throughout the school year.  All parents 
are invited and welcome to attend.  All meeting will be held in the Media Center from 9:00—10:00 am.  We look forward to seeing you! 
 
                                                           Monday, September 25                            Wednesday, February 28                         
                                                           Tuesday, October 24                                Monday, March 18  
                                                           Tuesday, November 14                            Tuesday, April 23 
                                                           Wednesday, December 13                       Tuesday, May 21 
                                                           Tuesday, January 23 
 

9th Grade NJHS Members 

Current 9th grade NJHS members: Meeting Dates for this year are listed below. Meetings are MANDATORY per NJHS guidelines. If you miss 2 
meetings, you may be removed from NJHS. If you are sick or have proper documentation, this does excuse you from a meeting however, you 
need to communicate with me that you will be missing a meeting. Meetings will be AFTERNOON ONLY this year from 2:11pm to roughly 2:35pm. 
Make sure that you are checking our schoology page regularly for updates. Please contact me at scarlet.gleason@uticak12.org  if you have any 
questions. 

                                                           Thursday September 28                           Thursday, February 29                         
                                                           Monday, October 30                                  Thursday, March 21  
                                                           Thursday, January 18                                Thursday, April 11  
                                                                                                                                       Thursday, May 23  

Student Council 

 
Congratulations to our new Student Council Members! We look forward to a fun school year. Our first meeting is tomorrow, September 12th. 

You can come in the morning at 7:00 or in the afternoon at 2:15. We will meet in Ms. Berg's classroom, Room 107, for both meetings. 

 
Student Council Meeting Dates (subject to change) 

Meetings will be held 7:00 am and 2:15 pm in  Room 107 or Room 120 
 

                                                           Tuesday September 12                          Tuesday, January 23 
                                                           Tuesday October 3                                 Tuesday,  February 6 
                                                           Thursday, November 21                         Tuesday, March 12 
                                                            Tuesday, December 12                          Thursday, April 16 

mailto:gerard.pantano@uticak12.org
mailto:eric.paul@uticak12.org


Homework Club 

  
 
 

Science Olympiad 

 

All students interested in being a part of the Science Olympiad Team, please 
plan on attending a meeting on Wednesday, October 4, immediately after 
school in Ms. Markus’ classroom, Room 125. 



Eppler Chess Club 

  
 

 

Chess Club is starting up again! Our first meeting is September 25 in Mrs. Byron's room, 19. We will meet from 2:15-3:15.  
Please make sure your student is picked up by 3:20. You can pick up an informational flyer in Mrs. Byron's room.  

  



PowerSchool/Naviance/Text Messaging Service 

PowerSchool– Click here to go to the district’s PowerSchool website 

  

Parent Portal Access through PowerSchool 

PowerSchool is the district's student information system used for scheduling, attendance, grades, and delivery of report 
cards.  Please find more information below on how to create and access your Parent Portal Account.  

To login, visit: http://ps.ucs.misd.net/public 
 
Due to an update to PowerSchool, parents who had a PowerSchool account prior to August 2, 2022 must reset their pass-
word to login. Please follow these directions to update your password. 
 
Below are useful documents for you to reference and take full advantage of PowerSchool: 

Parents:   Create a Parent Portal Account 

 Helpful Tips for our PowerSchool Parent Portal:  Click here for info on how to reset your password.  
 
PowerSchool Mobile App: 
1. Download the PowerSchool Parent App through your device's GooglePlay or Apple App Store. 
2. Enter the UCS district code: NKDJ (all capitalized) 
3. When logging in through your mobile app, you will use the same username/password that you use to login through your 
desktop. 
 
Questions? Contact your home school to help with your PowerSchool questions.  
  

Text Messaging Service 

 

https://www.uticak12.org/domain/1821
https://ps.ucs.misd.net/public/home.html
https://utica.ss9.sharpschool.com/cms/One.aspx?portalId=578321&pageId=46286703
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/994
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/997
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.powerschool.portal&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/powerschool-mobile/id973741088


Naviance 

  
Utica Community Schools has partnered with Naviance to provide a variety of tools for achievement through academic, career 
and college planning. These tools are located in Naviance Student, a website for students and families to access online re-
sources, communicate with school staff and work on college and career readiness activities with your school and family. 
  
Click here for the updated parent brochure with more information and step-by-step instructions. 

  

Monday, October 9 Thursday, October 12 
• 7th/8th Grade Volleyball vs Malow @ Malow  4:00 pm 

• Chess Club in Ms. Byrons Room  #19  2:15 - 3:15 

 

 

 

• Afternoon Parent-Teacher Conferences / Half Day of School 

Tuesday, October 10 Friday, October 13 

•   ESAB Meeting   Room 122   2:25 – 3:25 pm 

• 7th/8th Grade Football L'Anse Creuse East @ Eppler 3:30 pm 

 

 

 

• None. 

Wednesday, October 11 Saturday, October 14 

•  None. • None 

Sunday,  October 15 

• None 

  

 Click here to view the 2023-2024 District Calendar 

Upcoming Activities                                                                                                        Back to Menu 

https://www.uticak12.org/Page/129
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/Page/2#calendar1/20230818/month


District News 

PowerSchool Forms to Review 

 



Band-A-Rama 2023 

 

UHS Acadamey for Health and Human Services 

 



Clinton River Watershed Council (CRWC)  

                                                                    
   
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/146M_OwNhCHc2fQZcAPgnsvtl93aBU8hVBJAo_ijn8hY/viewform?

edit_requested=true   

The Clinton River Watershed Council (CRWC) is a non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to protecting, enhancing and celebrating the Clinton River, 
its watershed and Lake St. Clair. They provide residents, schools, govern-
ments, businesses and other community groups with wide-ranging pro-
grams and events to ensure a healthy Clinton River Watershed for us all.  
Please see attached link to participate in a watershed survey.  

CARE 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/146M_OwNhCHc2fQZcAPgnsvtl93aBU8hVBJAo_ijn8hY/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/146M_OwNhCHc2fQZcAPgnsvtl93aBU8hVBJAo_ijn8hY/viewform?edit_requested=true




UCS Calming Room for Students 

  
Students – Check out and explore the new Virtual Calming Room by UCS.  Click the link below, and then click on the Calming Room 
icon.  THANK YOU! 
  
It has tons of ways to relax and de-stress before exams (and after): 

*Coloring and creativity                                       *Visual relaxation 
*Guided meditation                                              *Smartphone apps 
*Puzzles and games                                            *Sounds and music 
*Exercise                                                              *Mindfulness 
*Live animal cameras                                           *Yoga 

 
  

UCS Calming Room - Utica Community Schools (uticak12.org) 

  
Check out Monday Moments, COVID-19 Support Services, Macomb Food Program and more at: 

www.uticak12.org/UCS_Wellness 

https://uticak12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=578321&pageId=44263948
http://www.uticak12.org/UCS_Wellness


UCS Wellness Podcast 
  
The UCS Wellness team is happy to announce the 13th episode of  our podcast series featuring Matt Cecil, Jeannette Junior High physical educa-
tion teacher with host, Erin Chambers, Shelby Junior High physical education and health teacher. This two-part series will inform listeners how 
to increase their focus and decrease their stress. These podcasts are available on the UCS Wellness page. UCS Wellness - Utica Community 
Schools. The 13th podcast in the series is Managing Components of  Biology. 
 

 Below is a list of  the podcasts available on the Wellness page: 

• Mental Health with guest, Nancy Buyle 

• Grief  and the Grieving Process for Children 

• Family Communication 

• CARE of  Southeastern Michigan     

• Discussing Dating Violence with Turning Point 

• Tackling Tough Topics with the Macomb County Sheriff ’s Office 

• Our Youth and Vaping 

• Youth and Suicide Prevention 

• The Detour Project 

• Self-Regulation Strategies 

• Teen Mental Health and Wellness 

• Raising an Intuitive Eater 

• Managing Components of  Biology (two-part series) 

• Raising an Intuitive Eater 

 Virtual Library Card 

  
Students and staff can access their Virtual Library account located on their ClassLink dashboard. The Virtual Library Card gives 
students  access to digital resources from the local library and the virtual library card - Tutor.com provides online tutoring and home-

work help for students.  

 
  
 

  
  
 

https://www.uticak12.org/Page/148
https://www.uticak12.org/Page/148


FREE Online Tutoring 
  

Do you need one-on-one 

 help with your homework? 
  

To access the free tutoring: 

• On your ClassLink dashboard, select Virtual Library Card - Tutor.com (the orange 

icon with the letter "t" on it). 

o You will need your PowerSchool number to log in.  You can email your coun-

selor to ask for your PowerSchool number (Marla.Ostrom@UticaK12.org or 

Autumn.Blanchard@UticaK12.org).  To log in: 

• Barcode:  ucs########## (ucs followed by PowerSchool number) 

• Your password is your 2-digit birth month and 2-digit 

birth day (example 0408 for April 8) 

o Choose GET A TUTOR NOW.  If you want a short tutorial on how the site 

works, you can select Take the tour. 

o You can use the chat feature to ask specific questions or even take a picture 

of your assignment for your tutor to see. 
 

Tutoring 

  



Virtual Library Card – Tutor.com 

  
  
 

  



UCS Food and Nutrition 

  
  
  
 

  



UCS Food and Nutrition 

  
  
  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All meals are free this year thanks to the Michigan School Meals law. Students that would like to be eligible 
for benefits, such as pay-to-participate sports, college entrance/AP testing fees, summer EBT cards and 
more need to complete the Eligibility Benefits Form or the School Meals and Summer EBT Form. These 
forms are available at https://utica.familyportal.cloud. 

Allergens Form 

  
We take food allergies and student safety very seriously. If your student has any food allergies, please have your physician fill out the 
MDE Dietary Needs Form and return it to the food service office. MDE Special Diet Form.  
 
 1- You must fill out a physician signed MDE Special Needs Accommodation form and send it to the Food Service office. Without this, we 
cannot make any accommodations. Please make sure to be specific with regards to the allergy (Example: all dairy or just fluid milk in-
tolerance, etc.)  
2-Because allergies can change, you MUST fill out a new form EVERY YEAR. 
3- You must indicate to your child's school which days and which menu item you would like at least 48 hours in advance. We will not 
automatically have these available if we do not hear from parents in advance.  
4-A vegetarian and nut free options are available every day, so please see the regular menu. 
5-Juice or water are not acceptable substitutes per USDA guidelines. At this time, we have Kikkoman Soy milk as a substitute. You're 
welcome to send in your own milk with your child if they don't like it. 
6-We will do the best we can to accommodate other requests but there may be some limitations. For questions, please call our food 
service office at 586-797-1180 

https://utica.familyportal.cloud/
https://mi50010997.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/MI50010997/Centricity/Domain/75/SNP%20Special%20Dietary%20Accommodations%20Form.pdf


Back To School 

 

 
Thank you staff, students and parents!! We had a fun and successful first week at Eppler.   

In Case You Missed It 



Staff Lounge Make-Over 

 

A huge thank you to our EPIC parent group for the Staff Lounge make over.  
 



Homecoming 

   

Thank you to our football, volleyball, and student council members for participating in the 
 annual Homecoming Parade.  Beautiful weather, fun times and great memories for all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Caught Being Kind 

   

 
 
 
 
Each month staff members nominate kids they catch doing random acts of kindness.  These are students who are not 
being asked to do anything, they just graciously do it out of the goodness of their hearts.  Then once a month the 
counselors go into the classrooms and reward these students for their kind gesture.  This months nominees were: 

 

 
Tommy Mercario, Alexander Moore, Aleyna  Margilaj, Layleigh Monroe, Madilyn Backus,  

McKenna Jordan, Tristan Taepke, Justin Nrecaj, Charlie Hinton, Hope Jasmund, James Bishop,  
Karly Ingals, Gavin Camp, Jaxson Readett, Jacob Koja, Christian Priester 

 
Thank you to all of the nominees and keep up the kindness 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


